
Leonid Averbuch 

This is me at the age of 67. This photo was taken in Odessa in 1997. In recent years the Jewish life
has revived in Odessa. In 1997 I became a volunteer and member of the Board at the Jewish
charity organization Gmilus Hesed. During this period I turned to Judaism to learn more about
traditions and the history of the Jewish people. I remain agnostic to a certain extent. I'm not a
religious Jew who goes to pray at the synagogue every day. I don't follow the kashrut either, but I
greatly respect the Jewish traditions. I know a lot more about the traditions and history of my
people now and this gives me the feeling of solidarity with my people. I go to the synagogue on
high holidays. I take part in charity events. I'm the Deputy Chairman of the Board of Gmilus Hesed.
I write in Russian for the Jewish newspapers Or-Sameah and Shomrei-Shabbos and the magazine
Migdal Times. I write articles on Jewish subjects as well. I collect and publish materials about
famous Odessites. I give lectures about outstanding Jewish Odessites and the history of anti-
Semitism at the Open Jewish University at the educational center Moria. I write poems and prose.
Some Odessa publishing houses published my volume of poems and a book of memoirs about
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Odessa and Odessites. Besides, my book about Jews who worked for the Soviet intelligence service
has been published in two editions.
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