
Elih Degtiar's Graduation Diploma 

This is my father Elih Degtiar's diploma issued upon graduation from the University of Cannes,
France. This diploma was issued in 1927. My father was born in Soroki in 1903. He was called El'
Borisovich in the Russian manner, and at home he was called Elik. His sisters loved him dearly and
his wish was their command: 'Whatever Elik says.' My father must have studied in a cheder. He
also learned to play the violin for a short time. After finishing elementary school he entered a
Realschule in Soroki. There was a five percent quota in tsarist Realschule. My father passed the
entrance exams with excellent marks and won the competition. His group mate Yakov Shtivelman
from Rashkov later married his sister Gita. After finishing the Realschule, which happened when
Bessarabia was annexed to the USSR, my father went to study in Iasi. One year later, he went to
study at the Electromechanical Faculty of the university in Cannes, France. On summer vacations
my father worked in France. In 1927, he graduated from the university and worked in France for
some time. Since he was a Romanian citizen he went back home to serve his mandatory term in
the army. He was a sergeant and served at the headquarters in Beltsy. He and his fellow comrade
were lodged with the family of the Tsavalers, my mother's family.
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