
Harry Fink And His Parents With Friends Of
The Family 

The first on the right is my father, Ludvik Fink, standing beside him is my mother, Marketa Finkova.
The boy with the dog is my friend Tomas Eisner, and standing above him are his parents. The
photograph was probably taken in Prague in 1936. My father was named Ludvik Fink. He was born
in Bernatice in the year 1891. He studied some trade in the textile industry. My mother was named
Marketa Finkova, nee Scharpnerova. She was born in Hermanov Mestec in the year 1898. I don't
know if she studied anything, she was only ever a housewife. She finished her compulsory
schooling, which was I don't know how long during the time of Austria [Austro-Hungarian
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Monarchy]. Both spoke German and of course Czech, and my father also spoke Serbian. Among
themselves they spoke only Czech. I don't know how they met, they never talked to me about it
and there wasn't even time for it, I was still small. We lived in Prague, on Jindrisska Street. Our
apartment was in a former palace. It was a huge apartment building with three stairwells and
dozens and dozens of rooms. Originally we lived in the third wing. We had four large rooms, a
toilet, pantry and kitchen. There was one more small room, which was the children's room, and also
a bathroom. The building belonged to the National Bank and it decided to use our apartment for an
archive, so they moved us into the first wing, the first staircase on Jindrisska Street. But from what I
remember for those four years the apartment stayed unlocked, so that I rode my bike around in
those huge rooms and organized races. I had a lot of friends. One of the two better ones was Tomik
Eisner, they had a store in that building of ours. Mr. Eisner split up that huge courtyard and built a
hall there. He had women's clothing there. I still remember their slogan: 'Slim mother, husky
daughter, both wear clothes from Eisner.' The Eisners lived on Panska Street, which was just
around the corner.
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