
Moisey Grinberg 

This is a picture of my maternal grandfather, Moisey Grinberg, as a rabbi, a Hasid, praying. This
photo was taken in the town of Ostrow Lubelski, Lublin province, Poland, in 1922. I got this photo
when I was in Poland in 1974. One of the residents of the town, where my grandfather was much
respected, kept this photo. My mother's father Moisey Grinberg was a rabbi in the small town of
Ostrow Lubelski in Lublin province. I guess my grandfather was born in the 1860s. I saw him only
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once when I was four years old, but I remember him well. He was a tall Jewish man with a big half-
gray beard. He was handsome. My grandfather was a rabbi of Hasidism. He seemed mean to me,
as he looked at me in a way that made me feel awkward. Since then I've never really liked Hasidim.
I believe the family was very religious, but I know no details. We traveled on a cart to see my
grandfather through some woods, through the night. When we arrived in the morning a noisy
bunch of Jewish people met us. I remember it well. Ostruv-Lubelski was a small town. I remember a
small house that we entered to say 'hallo' to grandfather. I don't know how so many people could
fit in it. They laughed and joked and seemed to be taking no notice of my grandfather's strict
expression. They spoke Yiddish. My grandfather's wife died long before I was born. They had many
children. I remember his beautiful daughters, but I don't remember their names. His younger
daughter was getting married when we were visiting, but all I remember is the noise and
enjoyment. This was the last time I saw my grandfather. He died in 1933.
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