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My father David Kotliar near our house in Beltsy in 1929. His sister Sarah kept this picture
otherwise it would have been destroyed along with other documents during World War II. My father
was born in 1901. He strictly observed all Jewish traditions even during the Soviet times. I believe
he was born to a religious family. He and his brothers studied at cheder. They spoke Yiddish at
home, but they also knew Russian and Moldavian. My father and his older brother Motl became
tailors. My mother, Eta Kotliar, moved to Beltsy in 1924 because it was a bigger town and easier to
find a job there. She got a job at a seamstress' shop and rented a room that she shared with other
girls. My father was a skilled tailor by that time. His shop was near the place where my mother
worked. My father noticed and began to court her. They went to Orgeyev, my grandparents liked
my father and they gave their consent to the wedding. They got married in 1927. They had a
traditional Jewish wedding with a chuppah and klezmer musicians in Beltsy. My father earned well,
and they could afford to have a big wedding party and invite all relatives to celebrate. After they
got married he bought a big house in the main street in Beltsy. He quit his job and opened his own
tailor's shop. He had a shop in the biggest and lightest room in his house. There was an orchard
and a flower garden near the house. My parents were religious. They observed all Jewish traditions
and followed the kashrut. We spoke Yiddish at home. My father worked from morning to night. He
wanted to provide well for his family and have a decent Sabbath and other Jewish holidays.
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