
Izak And Leon Finanser With Their Wives 

On this picture you can see my mother's two brothers and their wives. From left to right: Süzan
Finanser, my uncle Leon's wife, Naile Finanser, my uncle Izak's wife, Izak Finanser and Leon
Finanser. The photo was taken in 1975. When the Surname Law came into effect, my grandfather's
family changed their surname from Benezra to Finanser, even though apparently they didn't have
to. At that time, some of the registry officials accepted to register the existing surname, whereas
others claimed that a new surname had to be adopted. This is why many people modified their
names slightly, registering them as Tamfranko, Barmizrahi, Öztoledo, etc. Leon Finanser was a
customs agent. He adopted the name Cemil Finanser. He was married to Süzan from Edirne. They
didn't have any children. They moved to Israel in the 1970s. There, Leon adopted the name Ari
Finanser. He died there in 1989. As far as I know, his wife Süzan still lives in Israel. Izak Finanser
had a wholesale drug supply company, buying drugs from the various producers and distributing
them to the pharmacies. He attended the St. Benoit French School. He married Naile Kamhi and
had a daughter named Aysel, who attended the Ste. Pulchérie French School. Towards the end of
his life, he lost his eyesight due to diabetes. His daughter Aysel, who lived in Israel, came to
Istanbul in 1984 and took him there. Izak died there in 1986.
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