
Reunion Of Former Prisoners Of The Sered
Labor Camp 

This photograph shows a reunion of former prisoners of the Sered labor camp in Tel Aviv in the
year 1964. The speaker is my father, Alexander Pressburger. On his left sits Oskar Neuman. In
1943 my father became chairman of the Jewish Council. I think that he was named by the
Bratislava Jewish Center, where he had contacts with Dr. Winterstein, Oskar Neuman and Rabbi
Frieder. As I've already mentioned, there was a certain time during which I even spent a month
with Rabbi Frieder after being sick. My father was popular in the camp, and I think that he was
named chairman of the Jewish Council because of the fact that he was popular. The task of the
Jewish Council was to on the one hand help the camp's organizers. On the other hand it was to try
as much as possible to lighten the burden of the camp's occupants. It's too bad that no one's
written a more detailed treatise on Sered. I only watched it from afar and wasn't too interested in
the details. I would say that there were debates within the Jewish Council. The conditions in the
Sered camp in 1943 and at the beginning of 1944 were good. A swimming pool was even built and
races were held. My father was well-liked, as I've said, and what happened in that Jewish Council I
don't know. But for sure there were also battles for positions there, and it's strange that even
during the Holocaust and in all places these battles for positions always took place, despite the fact
that the situation was so horrible. But no one ever talked about my father's position, that it should
be changed.
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