Holocaust 10
“Rescued Memories”: A Project

Overview 
The goal of this project is to expose students to the story of the Holocaust through the eyes of individuals from different countries and through their stories to learn about the experience of the Holocaust from a variety of places.  
Students will work in pairs to research two survivors from the same community.  Each student will follow the life of one individual.  Together, the group will present the individuals in the context of the community from which they came.
The project will ultimately yield two final products:

1. Visual product (partner assignment)

Students will prepare a visual presentation of their community, as represented by the individuals. This may take one of three forms:

a. Tri-fold display board

b. PowerPoint presentation

c. Website

2. Analytical reflection (individual assignment)

Students will write a 2-3 page paper reflecting on the questions below:

· How does the experience of the individual you researched compare to the experiences of the other individuals from the same community?

· Is the individual’s experience similar to that of the majority of his or her community?

· When the experiences differed, what created these differences?  
The Process
Research and Exhibit
You will have 3-4 research days in class. Homework will be minimal during this time period to leave time for students to work at home as needed on the project.
Each student will research one individual.  You will share information about your individual with your partner, then create an exhibit (tri-fold poster, web site, power point) that tells the story of these two individuals who are from the same region.  See below for questions you should answer when researching and compiling your data.
Resources
You must use a minimum of four sources for your research.

Your main source will be: Centropa:  Jewish Witness to a European Century:  http://www.centropa.org
In addition, you will also be using:  

· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: http://www.ushmm.org 

· Yad VaShem: http://www.yadvashem.org 

· At least two additional resources.

The Project

Your visual product should include the following information: 

· Basic biographical information of the individuals you researched 

· when, where they were born

· family information – parents’ names, occupations

· level of religious observance

· type of education

· type of occupation

· Background about the community in which they lived before the Holocaust

· What is the size of the Jewish community?
· How integrated were the Jews into the broader, non-Jewish society?
· Was there antisemitism there and how much?  How do you know?
· Circumstances in which they found themselves during the Holocaust years
· What kind of influence did the Nazis have on this town during the Holocaust?  Did they pass laws? Did they use the town’s government or install a new one?

· What happened to this individual; compare and  contrast their story to that of the other individuals from the same place
· If they found places of refuge (in other towns, countries, private homes, woods, in hiding), show the route on a map indicating why those places were available to them as places of refuge.  Describe/illustrate their experience(s)
· If they were forced into ghettos and/or camps show their route on a map and describe/illustrate their experience(s)
· If this individual is a survivor, what happened to him/her after the Holocaust? 

· Where did s/he go before returning to the community?  

· What was his/her experience like upon return?

· What happened to his/her community after the Holocaust?

· What percentage (or how many) of this community survived?

· To what degree was this community rebuilt after the Holocaust?

Visuals
· Photostory and Timeline:

· photographs of the individual and their immediate family

· a map of the town/city shown located in its country 

· route of deportation/exile the individual took from their town/city during the Holocaust; the route should end in the place the individual found him/herself at the end of the war
· photographs of the town/city

· illustrated timeline

· Be sure to include captions/explanations as well as citations for all visuals
· For citations: either use endnotes or paste a silhouette of the poster on the back and include citations there. (We will review how to do this as a class).
· You must cite all sources, both text and visuals
Bibliography of all sources – properly cited according to Chicago Style. This may be posted on the back or at the end of your project (if it is a PowerPoint or website).

Grading:

· 50 poster (Group Grade)
· 40 reflection (Individual Grade)
· 10 bibliography

· 10 points participation (average of self-reflection and partner grade)

